I am working on ZBASE, the impedance database. The aim is to store, retrieve and process information about wake fields and impedances of the machine as a whole or of its elements. The objective is to rely on a relational database instead on of a set of flat files. First achievement so far is the elaboration of a database schema which captures the structure of the data. Future work is the development of a Java and Oracle prototype. First issue is to ensure that the requirements are fixed and don’t keep changing because the database and Java application are rather rigid and hard to change. Second issue is to develop expertise in databases and database application design. To this end I rely on the help of a specialist from the database section of the controls group. But I am also annoyed by the fact that I have to handle many programming languages because of the MAD-X support.
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